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RE0 recently met with a genior member of the A
Security Torccs whe has Leen Juvoived in 1ef€ounCGr—
sutversion program for approximately 5 VLRfQ. Source has
reported " vreliably in the past and is Lpowlcdceable conceruing
Avmy and Federal Szeourity Service ogetatlons in the rreater
Buenos Aires region. Source 'Ls;ed/*Hﬂt the Federal Seocurity
Service -and, to the best of hls knnwlcdpc, the Army,.¥waere
not 1nvolved in thq:seuugg;nxxﬁn;pf the Flaza de ilayo 'Iothers
" or of tlHe two Prench nuns Either thev were taken into
custody by the Havy orx they were kidnapned by Montonocro
) forces.  The moet likely explanation is that they are
victinse of the political ambitions of Admiral Masserz who
has been sceling wavs of undermining President Videla's
infiuence. The kidnanping of the Methers and ¥Wume just
prior to Christmas holidays would undermine Videla's "Pgace
by Christwas” position and hold him up to intermational
k .ridicule. Also, it would weaken his position z2g President
and leader of goverument inm Arrentina. Source slated the
Navy hae the operationazl and intellicence canability te
have successfully pulled ocff the kidnarppings.

Source sgstated the MHontoncros have been werking toward a
cspectacular to commemorate the Monte Chinrolo incident of
Decenmber 1275, This ipncident could possibly have been the
‘ spectacular they plan for December. Howevey, it is a possi-
bility, not a prebability. Ia order to have successfully’
executed the Lidnapping, a considerabhle amount of intelligence
would have to be availlabie te the Monteneros: " the number
of peonle who would be zttending the church at that particular
time; the fact that one of the nunzg would be at that loca-
. tion; the knowledge of what security forces =might be operating
Y in the area. Additiemnally, they weruld neced vehicles for
the transportation of their hostares and safe houses in
whiclh to hold them. The acguisgsition of safe houses in and
of itself is a very diffiecvit task ond requires coordination
of many persons, The Yeontcneros have not recently been
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inveolved in kidnappiogs becsause of the difficulty in wmain-
taining safe houses securc from the Sceurity Torces., It
would require a major logistice effort to develop safe

houses for the sequestering of 12~15 people. This represents
an effort far exceeding what has to date bheen considered
within their liwitations.

Another consideration is how would the Montoneros use their
hestages. It is obvious that the government could not
acquiese to the purported Montonero demands. Consequently,
they weould be faced with initiating some action against the
hostages in retaliation. This would place the Montoneros
in a position of having to kill the Mothers or their members
apd to kill nuns of a country that has become one of their
operational bases. Either or both of these actisns would
be disastrous toc the movement, Consequently, source does
not believe the Montoneros initiated this kidnapping but
is more inclined to believe it was done by the Navy under
direct orders of Admiral Hezssera. Scurce equates this
~operation to the kidnapping of Ambassador Sola earlier this
year which he feels was done by the Navy to uandermine the
success of President Videla's trip to Venezuela,

Source stated it would be impossible for the Army or any
elements of the Army to have committed this.operation without
the President finding out about it within _a day. Source
stated the operation againat the mothers and nuns is the

most serious problem the government has been forced to face
in & long time. There is an enormous amount of dissatisfacticn
amoug the military and security scrvices concerning this
situation. Heretofore, families of subversives were not
subject to operations; that is an unwritten understanding.
Even Santucho’s parents (ERP leader) were ailowved to leave
the country unnmolested. Source stated that within a few

days the Montoneros would be called upon to either denounce
the information that they were responsible for the kidnapping - —
or to further elaborate om it. Similarly, the government
will be forced to make further anncuncements concerning the
kidnappings. The gituation is further caomplicated by the
meeting scheduled betwecen the Sscretary of the Armed Services
this week and the subsequent meecting that is scheduled
between President Videla and over 50 Army generals shortly
thereafter. Source stated the situation concerning the nuns
and mothers must be totally arnd honestly clarified prior to
or at the time of that meeting or General Videla's position
in the Army will be seriously undermined. Source stated

the main question to be considered next week is whether or
not Admiral Massera, as a senior member of the Junta, will

be required to resign next vear or whether or not his tenure:
will be extended until March 1979. The bip question is,

who goes first.
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In further discussion on this subject, source agreed that
had the Lidnapping been a Montonero operation, all elements
of the military, Ravy and police security scrvices would
have been requested to conduct breoad-based anti~subversive-
operations and investigations to determipe the ‘whereabouts
of the mothers and nuns. To date, thic has not been the
cage. Although there have been numerous personal inquiries
between rmembers of the Federal Security Service zud Army
concerning the case, there has been no formal request for .

.- investigation and operations, Source stated he believes

there should dbe & clarification of the situation within a
fow days. : : '

Additional sources with c¢lose contacts in the military
indicate a strong dissatisfaction on the part of -the Army
concerning the entire episode with the mothers and the nuns.
Many officers feel that if this is & government operation

it hes begmirched the reputation of the Army. They do not
want to be asscociated with operatione of this nature, Source
stated that Army intelligence units.appear to be -bewildered
by the case of the kidnapped mothers and nuns... None of them
to date have sttributed this operztion to the MHontoneros.
All sources agree that thic week will be an extremely diffi-
cult one for Pregsident Videla,




